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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 

the  Borough  of  Louth. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough,  which  is  prepared 
in  accordance  with  the  prescribed  statutory  requirements. 

The  statistics  show  that  the  birth  rate,  following  the  national 
trend,  is  lower  than  the  preceding  year,  but  exceeds  the  national 
figure  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  last  year.  The  death  rate 
remains  at  the  same  level  of  the  preceding  year,  but  unlike  the 
birth  rate  cannot  truly  be  compared  with  the  corresponding 
national  rate  without  adjustment  for  the  “  comparability  factor  ” 
which  has  not  recently  been  provided  by  the  Registrar  General. 
The  obvious  explanation  of  the  higher  figures  will  be  apparent  on 
examination  of  the  “  Ages  at  Death  ”  table.  Other  rates  call  for 
no  particular  comment. 

The  infectious  disease  numbers  were  affected  only  by  th© 
normal  measles  epidemic  cycle.  Satisfactory  decreases  were 
observed  in  the  number  of  particular  diseases  which  usually 
appear  on  the  lists.  The  single  notification  of  diphtheria  did  not 
constitute  a  blot  on  the  copy,  since  it  was  a  very  mild  case 
in  an  adult. 

Matters  pertaining  to  sanitary  conditions  were  maintained 
at  the  usual  high  level.  Nothing  particularly  outstanding  can 
be  recorded,  though  the  start  on  the  sewering  of  some  properties 
and  the  active  consideration  of  larger  development  schemes  gave 
hope  of  improved  services  at  a  later  date. 

The  additional  completed  houses  showed  beneficial  effect  on 
the  overcrowding  figures,  which  is  about  all  that  the  present 
allocation  and  controls  permit  of  doing.  The  day  still  seems  far 
distant  when  so  many  occupiers  of  unfit  dwellings  in  the  Borough 
will  be  removed  from  their  sub-human  environment.  This  refers 
particularly  to  those  silent  sufferers  who  passively  submit  to  the 
abnormal  living  conditions  maitily  imposed  by  small  incomes. 

In  my  report  of  1947  I  commented  adversely  on  the  progress 
of  the  standard  of  the  ungraded  milk  supply.  It  is  a  pleasure 
now  to  record  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of 
this  production,  judged  by  the  severe  yardstick  of  accredited 
tests  applied  to  the  samples.  Ice  cream  has  shared  also  in  this 
improved  production  standard.  At  last,  it  is  considered,  we 
have  got  somewhere,  and  it  is  a  matter  on  which  both  the 
Sanitary  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Inspectors  deserve  congra¬ 
tulations  for  their  vigilant  efforts  in  securing  these  results. 


In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  help  and 
encouragement  which  have  in  no  small  manner  contributed  to 
any  successful  efforts.  I  am  indebted  also  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  for  supplying  part  of  the  information  on 
which  this  report  is  based. 

I  remain, 

Yours  faithfully 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN, 

Louth  :  July  1949.  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


BOROUGH  OF  LOUTH* 

Public  Health  Officers  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  J.  KERRIGAN,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  L.M.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector : 

M.  DOWSON,  A.R.San.I.,  MR.I.P.H.H. 

Surveyor : 

J.  C.  BARBER,  A.M.Inst.M.&Cy.E. 

Meat,  Milk  and  Dairies  Inspector  (Part  Time). 

J.  V.  BEAUMONT,  M.RC.V.S. 

SECTiON  A. 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics. 


Area  of  Borough  in  acres  ...  ...  ..  2,812 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  ...  11,270 

Density  of  Population  ...  ...  4.0  per  acre 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3,754 

Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  £37,636 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  £218  13s.  6d 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 

(Nete — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates  for 

England  and  Wales) 

Births 


(a) 

Live  : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

200 

95 

105 

Illegitimate 

. . . 

10 

8 

2 

210 

103 

107 

(b) 

Still 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

6 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

•  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

6  3  3 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  all  births 


18.6  (17.9) 
0.53  (0.42) 
27.8 


Deaths  Total  Male 

163  78 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and 
30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(a)  Total  Cases  :  Total  Male 

Legitimate  5  2 

Illegitimate  —  — 


Female 

85 

14.5  (10.8) 
1  case 

Female 

3 


2  3 


(b) 

Death  Rate  of  all  Infants  : 

0) 

Per  1,000  Live  Births 

24  (34) 

(2) 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

25 

(3) 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Nil 

(c) 

Causes  of  Death  : 

Congenital  Malformation  and  Birth  Injuries 

4 

Accident 

1 

Ages  at  Death. 


Years 

0/1 

5 

1/5 

1 

5/15 

1 

15/25 

1 

25  35 

2 

35/45 

5 

45/55 

13 

55/65 

14 

65/75 

37 

75  + 

84 

Total 

163 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Years 

Under  40,40/45 

1  1  1 

i 

45/50 

1 

50/55 

3 

55/60 

3 

60/65 

4 

65/70 

3 

70/75 

3 

75/5 

3 

Total 

22 

Causes  of  Death. 

1948 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Males 

Females 

1 

2. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

o 

O. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

4. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

5. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
(male)  and  uterus  female) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

_ 

3 

6. 

3 

2 

7.  Cancer  of  Breast 

8.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

9.  Diabetes 

10.  Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

11.  Heart  diseases 

12.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

13.  Bronchitis 

14.  Pneumonia 

15.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

16.  Appendicitis 

17.  Other  digestive  diseases 

18.  Nephritis 

19.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 
infantile  diseases 

20.  Other  violent  causes 

21.  All  other  causes 


6 

15 

24 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 


3 

5 

1 

9 

14 

6 

4 

5 
3 
1 
2 
2 


2  2 

3  2 

15  20 


Totals  ...  78  85 


SECTION  B, 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  Area. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln, 
afforded  an  excellent  and  convenient  service  for  all  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  type  of  examinations  required  by  the  Council.  The  few 
chemical  analyses  required  were  done  by  Public  Analysts  on  fee 
per  sample  basis. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  previously  established  arrangements  were  superseded 
on  the  appointed  date  by  the  service  administered  by  the  County 
Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  Borough 
service  continued  at  a  high  standard  on  account  of  Louth  being 
chosen  as  one  of  the  five  Main  ambulance  stations  in  the  County 
area. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  administrative  and  financial  responsibility  for  this 
locally  sponsored  service  was  taken  over  by  the  County  Council 
when  the  Act  became  operative. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

These  were  set  out  in  detail  in  last  year’s  report.  They 
remained  unchanged  in  character,  since  the  County  Council 
continued  the  administration  of  particular  services  which  would 
at  a  later  date  be  taken  over  by  other  bodies,  in  addition  to  their 
own  obligations  under  the  new  Act. 


(e)  Hospitals. 

The  usual  facilities  enjoyed  by  the  public  were  in  no  notice¬ 
able  way  affected  by  the  administrative  changes  which  the 
service  underwent  during  the  year. 

SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area* 

Water  Supply. 

Two  houses  were  connected  with  the  public  supply  during 
the  year.  Some  30  dwellings  situated  mainly  outside  economic 
distance  remain  unconnected. 

The  monthly  bacteriological  examinations  and  the  quarterly 
chemical  analysis  of  the  public  supply  showed  the  consistency  of  its 
excellence  from  safety  standards.  The  majority  of  the  bacteria- 
logical  reports  showed  that  the  water  was  sterile. 

The  trial  bore  completed  during  the  previous  year  at  the 
Horncastle  Road  site  awaited  the  development  of  the  water 
schemes  of  the  neighbouring  Authorities.  The  Council  decided 
on  the  sinking  of  two  further  bores  at  the  same  site  with  the 
object  of  basing  the  future  scheme  on  overflow  bore  supply  to 
eliminate  sand  in  water  difficulties.  The  Surveyor  considered, 
as  the  result  of  the  amount  of  the  overflow  from  the  existing  bore, 
that  when  the  additional  bores  are  sunk  at  lower  levels  an 
adequate  supply  would  be  available  by  this  method  for  the 
required  needs.  It  is  intended  to  provide  suitable  final  purifi¬ 
cation  and  softening  treatments  for  the  water  delivered. 


Drainage  and  Sewage 
Closets. 

Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  ...  40 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  ...  37 

Number  of  pail  closets  substituted  for  privy  vaults  Nil 

Number  of  pail  closets  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  dry  receptacles  l 
Number  of  ho  ises  with  water-closets  in  district  Approx  3,680 
Number  of  water  closets  (repaired)  ...  ...  3 

Drains. 

Drains  examined,  tested,  exposed,  etc.  ...  30 

Drains  unstopped,  repaired,  trapped,  etc.  ...  32 

Waste  pipes,  rain  water  pipes  disconnected, 
repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  ...  Nil 

Existing  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  repaired  . . .  Nil 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  6 


Sewers. 

New  lengths  of  sewer  laid 


Newmarket  160  yards 


Cesspools. 

Cesspools  rendered  impervious  ...  ...  Nil 

Cesspools  emptied,  cleansed,  etc.  ...  ...  Nil 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Flooding— Monks  Dyke  Area, 

This  recurring  nuisance  remained  no  nearer  solution.  The 
responsibility  for  the  clearance  of  the  portion  of  the  dyke  outside 
the  Borough  Boundary  could  not  be  fixed,  which  resulted  in  the 
various  bodies  and  individuals  directly  or  indirectly  interested 
refusing  to  accept  responsibility  for  its  proper  maintenance. 

Unsewered  Houses. 

The  number  of  these,  alluded  to  in  previous  reports,  was  at 
the  end  of  the  year  in  process  of  being  reduced  by  eight,  through 
the  sewer  extensions  in  Newmarket  and  Keddington  Road. 
Other  properties  in  this  category  would  be  affected  by  the 
development  schemes  considered  by  the  Council  in  the  proposed 
Grimsby  Road — High  Holme  Road,  and  Eastfield  Road — Wood 
Lane  connections,  though  the  latter  scheme  was  primarily 
concerned  with  the  relief  of  the  flooding  nuisance  in  the 
Legbourne  Road  area. 

One  conversion  from  dry  closet  to  water  system  was  reported 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

These  were  reported  by  the  Surveyor  to  be  functioning  satis¬ 
factorily.  The  four  samples  of  the  effluent  were  reported  as 
conforming  in  all  respects  to  the  accepted  standards.  Copy  of 
one  analysis  is  given  in  Appendix,  as  required. 

House  Refuse. 

Weekly  collection  was  maintained  and  disposed  of  by 
incineration  except  during  a  short  period  of  tipping,  when  the 
destructor  service  broke  down.  Unfortunately,  the  Ministry 
could  not  provide  sanction  for  the  installation  of  a  new  incinerator 
to  replace  the  existing  plant  which  is  worn  out  and  obsolete  in 
type,  particularly  regarding  the  provision  of  reasonable  healthy 
conditions  for  the  workmen  engaged.  It  is  felt  that  both  of 
these  considerations  will  shortly  demand  re-opening  the  question 
of  a  new  installation.  --  ; 

Verminous  Premises. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  the  disinfestation  of  17 
verminous  rooms.  These  were  infestations  due  to  fleas.  No  bed 
bug  or  lice  infestations  were  reported. 

Disinfection. 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  10 

(a)  Ordinary  infectious  disease  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  9 


Rooms  stripped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Articles  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ...  159 

(a)  Ordinary  infectious  disease  ...  ...  44 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ..  ...  ...  115 

Nuisances. 

Total  number  recorded  during  the  year  : — 


(a)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by 


Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  163 

(b)  Reported  to  the  Council : — 

(1)  Statutory  Notice  issued  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Statutory  Notice  not  issued  ...  ...  Nil 

Offensive  Trades. 

(a)  Number  of  premises  in  district  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  11 

(c)  Contraventions  of  bye-laws  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act  1937. 

(a)  Visits  made  ...  ...  ....  139 

(b)  Infringements  discovered  ...  ...  8 

(c)  Infringements  remedied  ...  ...  8 

Shops  Act  1 934. 

(a)  Number  of  shops  inspected  ...  ...  43 

(b)  Additional  heating  or  ventilation  ...  2 

(c)  Additional  sanitary  conveniences  ...  Nil 

SECTION  D. 

Housing. 


Total  number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year  78 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  68 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  10 

(I)  inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  113 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  196 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  25 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  20 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(c)  Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

4.  Housing  Act  1936  (Part  IV),  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  14 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  89  or  107* 

individuals 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  12 


(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

77  or  91  *  individuals 

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being 

previously  relieved  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(*  A  person  is  defined  as  anyone  over  the  age  of  10  years) 

5.  Movable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

(a)  Number  inspected  during  the  year  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  nuisances  therefrom  abated  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  removed  from  district  ...  ...  2 

There  was  a  larger  number  of  houses  completed,  compared 
with  other  years,  and  the  erection  of  some  54  others  of  the 
allocation  proceeded  at  the  pace  dictated  by  the  supply  of 
material  and  labour.  The  houses  completed  and  in  process  of 
building  during  the  year  had  three  bedroom  accommodation  with 
variation  in  the  type  of  the  living  rooms.  The  overcrowding 
figures  showed  an  appreciable  improvement  compared  with  other 
years  as  the  result  of  the  additional  accommodation. 

Not  the  least  among  the  Borough  housing  problems  is  the 
large  number  of  old  properties  which  come  within  the  totally 
unfit  category.  The  habitable  life  of  many  of  these  will  be 
short  and  suggests  the  need  for  regarding  the  occupying  families 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


among  the  rehousing  priority  liabilities.  The  problem  is  further 
accentuated  on  account  of  the  type  of  occupier,  composed  mainly 
of  the  elderly  and  poorer  classes  who  would  be  unable  to  afford  a 
high  rental. 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  Register  :  1. 

Number  of  Inspections  :  Daily. 

Number  of  Contraventions  of  bye-laws  :  Nil. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ingCows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

709 

226 

906 

2610 

149 

Number  inspected 

709 

226 

906 

2610 

149 

(a)  All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

w 

8 

4 

10 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

80 

13 

1 

69 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

11.5 

9.21 

.055 

2.99 

2.54 

(b)  Tuberculosis  only — 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

17 

15 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2.81 

10.52 

.011 

Nil 

6.37 

Cowsheds. 

Number  on  Register  :  14 

Number  of  Inspections  :  Daily. 

Number  of  Contraventions  of  Regulations  ;  Nil. 

Number  of  Milch  Cows  in  District :  200  (approx.) 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 

Number  on  Register  :  24. 

Number  of  Inspections  :  Quarterly. 

Contraventions  of  regulations  ;  Nil. 

Instances  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during  year  :  Nil. 

(The  above  information  is  supplied  by  the  Inspector  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order  and  the  Meat  Regulations  1924; 


Bakehouses. 

Number  in  District:  17 

Number  of  underground  bakehouses  :  Nil 

Number  of  Inspections  :  53. 

Contraventions  of  Factory  Acts  :  Nil. 

Milk. 

The  Borough  supply  consists  of  (a)  Heat  treated  milk 
pasteurized  locally  and  from  outside  sources,  with  a  small  amount 
of  sterilised  milk  (b)  Raw  Milk  from  one  T.T.  3  Accredited  and 
8  ungraded  producer  retailers.  All  the  raw  milk  is  produced  in 
the  Borough  except  the  ungraded  supplies  from  3  producer 
retailers  with  milk  rounds  and  a  small  variable  accommodation 
supply.  The  percentage  of  heat  treated  milk  consumed  in  the 
Borough  averages  approximately  64 %  of  the  total  supply  and 
T-T.  about  3.7%.  The  increase  in  the  consumption  of  heat  treated 
milk — c/f  53%  1947  — follows  the  general  trend  of  the  public 

availing  of  a  bacteriologically  safe  supply  which  legislation  may 
soon  make  a  compulsory  matter. 

Below  are  given  the  results  of  all  sample  examinations  taken 
during  the  year  relating  to  cleanliness  of  production,  and  in  the 
case  of  pasteurized  milk,  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  heat 
treatment  process. 


Type 

Licensing  Authority 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

(1)  Accredited 
and  T.T. 

County  Council 

6 

2 

(2)  Non  graded 

Louth  M.B 

14 

8 

^3)  Pasteurized 

Louth  M.B. 

33 

1 

Totals 

53 

11 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  all  round  improvement  in  the 
hygienic  standard  of  the  non  graded  supply  as  reflected  by  the 
sample  reports,  which  show  64%  of  the  total  satisfactory  judged 
by  absolute  accredited  standards.  Indeed,  the  results  are  much 
more  striking  in  terms  of  the  reports  listed  as  unsatisfactory  in 
category  2  above,  because  they  contain  only  one  bad  result,  with 
the  remainder  border  line  and  just  falling  short  of  accredited 
standard.  These  results  show  a  progress  that  has  not  been 
previously  manifest.  The  overall  improvement  is  much  greater 
than  would  appear  from  the  following  comparative  figures,  and 
judging  by  the  consistency  of  the  reports  for  the  current  year 
they  do  not  seem  to  be  a  flash  in  the  pan.  It  must  be  a  source  of 
satisfaction  to  the  Milk  and  Dairies  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
that  their  efforts  have  contributed  so  largely  to  this  success. 


Year 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Non  graded 

o/o  satisfactory 

36 

52 

46 

64 

As  usual,  the  ungraded  supplies  produced  in  the  Borough 
were  better  than  those  coming  from  outside.  The  relative  figures 
were  73%  to  45%  satisfactory  according  to  sample  results.  From 
this,  one  wonders  why  more  than  one  of  the  non  graded  pro¬ 
ducers  in  the  Borough  do  not  endeavour  to  obtain  accredited 
licences.  It  is  only  fair  to  add  that  since  fewer  samples  were 
taken  from  outside  supplies,  the  comparative  percentages  can 
hardly  be  accepted  as  reliable. 

Ice  Cream. 

For  part  of  the  year  at  least,  there  were  six  producer  retailers 
and  the  same  number  of  retailers  on  the  Register.  Supplies 
were  also  available  from  mobile  vans  in  the  Market  Place  on 
particular  days. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  that  the  premises  and  pro¬ 
duction  methods  were  maintained  at  a  very  satisfactory  level. 
Confirmation  of  this  was  evident  from  the  result  of  the  sample 
examinations — see  below — regarding  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
of  the  finished  product  offered  for  sale.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  form  of  laboratory  test  was  changed  at  the  beginning  of 
September,  in  compliance  with  the  provisional  National  grading, 
the  results  of  the  examinations  of  samples  for  the  two  periods 
are  given  separately  as  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  comparable. 
Previous  to  September,  the  satisfactory  sample  required  to  show 
the  absence  of  Coliform  organisms,  while  succeeding  tests  were 
adjudged  on  the  decolorisation  time  for  Methylene  Blue  and 
graded  accordingly — No.  1  grade  being  the  highest. 

(A) 


Where  Produced 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Borough 

13 

4 

Outside  Borough 

15 

4 

Total 

28 

8 

(B) 


Where  produced 

Grades  (From  September  1st) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Borough 

Outside  Borough 

6 

10 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

16 

— 

1 

1 

List  A  showed  78%  of  all  samples  satisfactory  compared  with 
72%  in  the  preceding  year,  and  there  was  no  single  producer  who 


could  be  said  to  fall  below  a  high  production  standard.  The 
grade  results  proclaim  their  own  merit 

A  greater  number  of  samples  was  taken  than  in  other  years 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  vigilance  on  the  production  side  was 
very  much  influenced  by  the  frequency  of  sampling.  Copies  of 
reports  on  each  sample  were  sent  as  usual  to  the  manufacturer 
and  retailer  and  when  a  sample  manufactured  ex  area  proved 
unsatisfactory,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  concerned  was 
informed  :  This  helped  to  stimulate  the  interest  and  co-operation 
of  the  trade  and  may  have  assisted  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the 
great  success  he  has  achieved  by  efficient  supervision. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  during 

1948,  excluding  Service  cases. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox 

_____ 

_____ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute 

Primary) 

I 

_ _ 

Erysipelas 

— 

— - 

Chicken  Pox 

15 

*3 

— 

Measles 

187 

*1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

— 

C.S.  Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

1 

1 

— 

Other  observation  cases 
with  final  diagnosis 
“  Non-infectious  ” 

3 

3 

— 

Totals 

229 

14 

1 

*Cases  occured  in  general  hospitals. 


Apart  from  the  epidemic  of  measles  which  started  in  August 
and  lasted  until  the  end  of  the  year,  the  notification  showed  little 
variance  from  other  years.  The  single  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
classified  as  a  clinical  case  without  bacteriological  confirmation. 
It  occurred  in  an  adult. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Immunised  during  1948 — up  to  June  30th. 

(a)  0  to  4  years  ...  ...  ]80 

(b)  5  to  14  years  ...  ...  7 

Reinforcing  injections  ...  21 

The  following  tabulation  gives  the  %  of  children  immunised 
between  the  ages  5  and  14  years,  inclusive,  who  attend  the 
primary  and  secondary  schools  in  the  Borough.  The  figures  are 
based  on  surveys  of  each  school  by  the  head  masters  or  mistresses 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  information. 


Name  of  School 

No.  on  Roll 

Per  cent 
Immunised 

Monks  Dyke  Secondary  Modern 

447 

90 

Eastfield  Road  (Junr.) 

441 

97 

Kidgate  (Junr.) 

400 

95 

St.  Michael’s  (Junr.) 

175 

90 

Boys’  Grammar 

Girls’  Grammar 

125 

95 

133 

94 

Average  per  cent  immunised  93 

Tuberculosis  :  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1 

15  . 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35 

45 

55  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

65  x 

1 

Totals 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Appendix. 

Water  and  Sewage  Analysis, 

The  Sample  of  WATER 

Received  from  the  Borough  of  Louth  per  Surveyor  on  the  6th 
August,  1948.  Sample  taken  5th  August. 

Has  been  examined  with  the  following  results  . — 

Parts  per  Million 


Total  Solids  dried  @  100°  C.  272.0 

Free  Ammonia  0.045 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.036 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates  1.50 

Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides  15.0 

Free  Chlorine  0.15 

Bacteriological  Examination- 

Colonies  per  1  m.l  on  gelatine  after  72  hours  Nil 

Colonies  per  1  m.l  on  agar  after  48  hours  Nil 

Probable  number  of  B.  Coli  per  100  m.l  Nil 


This  sample  of  water  is  quite  satisfactory  for  a  Public  Supply. 

J.  R.  HUNECKE,  Consulting  Analyst 


The  Sample  of  SEWAGE  EFFLUENT. 

Received  from  the  Borough  of  Louth  per  Surveyor  on  the  24th 
May,  1948.  Sample  taken  21st  May. 


Has  been  examined  with  the  following  results 

Total  Solids  @  100°  C. 

consisting  of  Organic  Matter 
Mineral  Matter 


Parts  per  100,000 
70.0 

13.0 

57.0 


Free  Ammonia  0.1  80 

Free  Ammonia  as  Nitrogen  0.148 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.045 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  as  Nitrogen  0.037 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates  0.720 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites  0.100 

Chlorine  present  as  chlorides  6.600 

Total  Sulphur  2.960 

Unoxidised  Sulphur  Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  Permanganate  0.723 

in  15  minutes 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  N/80  Permanganate 
in  4  hours  0.547 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  in  5  days  B.C.D.  Test  0.192 
P.H.  Value  7.4  0.528 

Sediment 

consisting  of  Organic  matter  0.204 

and  Mineral  Matter  0.324 


This  sewage  effluent  is  of  excellent  quality  and  complies  fully 
with  the  standards  set  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage. 

J.  R,  HUNECKE,  Consulting  Analyst 


